102     CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

story occupies fifty-nine lines, in Chaucer it
occupies fifty-six, so in this case there is little
in the way either of condensation or expansion.
The changes which Chaucer makes are, how-
ever, very significant. Dante simply says
that the three sons of Count Hugo suffer with
their father. Chaucer enhances the pathos
by telling us that

The eldeste scarsly fyf yeer was of age.
Alias, fortune ! it was greet crueltee
Swiche briddes for to putte in swiche a cage !

When Dante's Count Hugo hears

... at its outlet underneath lock'd up
The horrible tower . . .

he is so turned to stone that he can find no
relief in tears. Chaucer's cries,

"Alias ! . . . that I was wrought."
Therewith the teres fillen from his yen.1

Chaucer gives us a moving picture of the
little three-year-old looking up and asking

" Fader, why do ye wepe !
Whan wol the gayler bringen our potage,
Is ther no morsel breed that ye do kepe ?
I am so hungry that I may nat slepe . . ."'

and finally lying down in his father's lap, and
kissing him, and dying. The stern horror of

1 eyes.